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Keith’s Column
I was just reading earlier Colossians 1:28-29 where it says, “Him we proclaim, warning everyone and
teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ. For this I toil, struggling
with all His energy that He powerfully works within me (ESV; emphasis mine).” What a needed word for us
today as we see the world around us, drift further and further from a gospel centered life. You see my friends
we have been given a mission to make disciples of Jesus, to proclaim Him to ‘everyone’ with all wisdom, so
that we can present ‘everyone’ as a mature follower of Jesus. We do this not through our own power or knowhow, but through His ‘energy’.
This leads me to the resource of the month, “3 Circles”. 3 Circles is a tool to be able to share your
faith biblically, relationally, conversationally, and easily. Talking about easy, did you know sharing your faith
is so simple you can do so on a napkin in a restaurant? I don’t know about you, but if something can be
explained and illustrated using a napkin, that is pretty simple and non-intimidating. As a pastor, I taught and
encouraged my people to share their faith using 3 Circles. I was so persistent that I taught it in small group
settings, new believer classes, and new member classes. In fact, someone attending the church I pastored
would be hard pressed to not hear about 3 Circles several times a year. You can find more information about 3
Circles in this newsletter and I would love to talk to you about it. Further we have tract type guides in English
and Spanish here at the Resource Center (Association Office), if you are interested.
I also want to draw you attention to four more things in this newsletter. First, National Day of Prayer
that will be on Thursday, May 5th. I want to encourage you, your church, or the different organizations you
may be involved in to take time on May 5th to pray for our community, our country, and our world.
Second, the Hispanic Personal Care Kits that you have so generously contributed to over the years
will have the final collection day here at the Resource Center on Friday, May 27th. What a wonderful and easy
way to minister to those in our community.
Third, NABS (Neuse Association of Baptist Seniors) is having their luncheon on Thursday, May 12th
at the Care Village located at the Kennedy Home. The Care Village is the new ministry hub of NC Baptist
Aging Ministry (NCBAM).
(Continued)

Keith’s Column, cont.
Fourth, the NC Children’s Home Food Roundup
is this month. The Resource Center is a collection point
this year. The last day to have your food to the Resource
Center is Tuesday, May 3rd. Also, speaking to the
Director over Kennedy Home, he mentioned two items
that is not on the Food Roundup list that would be very
helpful: Paper towels/napkins and Gift Cards (Walmart,
Food Lion, and Piggly-Wiggly). For the gift cards this
would help on two fronts: 1) for perishable items
through the year such as meats and fresh vegetables and
fruits and 2) clothing, shoes, and supplies for children
that come to the Kennedy Home that are lacking. A list
of items for the Food Roundup can be found at
https://www.bchfamily.org/food-round-up.

Seniors, are you ready to move on and return to a
more normal routine? It has been over two years since
we last met as Seniors of the Neuse Baptist
Association. Since Spring of 2020, we have not met
for our semiannual fellowship due to Covid concerns.
If you feel comfortable doing so, I would like to
propose the following:
•

That NABS meet again on May 12, at 12:00 Noon.

•

That we meet at Care Village, newly renovated
senior adult facility at the Kennedy Home.
Located at 2557 Cedar Dell Lane, Kinston, 28504.

•

That our special guest be Charity Johnson,
Regional Director of NC Baptist Aging Ministry; she
was scheduled to be our guest at the May 2020
meeting.

•

That our meal be grilled hot dogs. Do not bring
any food for sharing. Everything will be provided!
Just bring a contribution of $4.00.

Serving with you,
Keith
252-933-5025
252-566-9478
Keith@nbachurches.com

RESOURCE OF THE MONTH:

“3 Circles”

We need to know by May 1 who will be coming.
Please call Edwin Jewell or leave a message or send
an email before May 1st — 919-344-9914;
ejewell1@nc.rr.com .
I hope you are looking forward to renewing our
fellowship with other seniors from our Association.
I look forward to hearing from you.

The gospel of Jesus Christ is the most profound
reality of life. But sharing it with someone can be
as simple as three circles. Discover how you can
share the gospel with anyone.
This resource, made possible by NAMB, is available by
visiting: https://www.namb.net/evangelism/3circles/
or by calling NAMB’s main number at 1-800-634-2462
and asking for more information about “3 Circles”.

NBA Office
Will Be

CLOSED
Good Friday — April 15, 2022

Edwin Jewell,
NABS Coordinator

Tuesday, April 26

Creating a Mission Strategy For Your Church

• This session will be led by DOM Keith Hudson
• Choose either the AM or the PM Session; lunch/dinner provided
• Please RSVB to the NBA Office by Tuesday, April 19 if interested in attending

pastors’ fellowship
@ la paz, goldsboro

pastors’ fellowship
@ lovick’s café, kinston

— 2nd TUESDAY —
april 12
may 10
june 14
@ noon

— 3rd TUESDAY —
april 19
may 17
june 21
@ 11:45 am

fellowship. discussion.
prayer. dutch-treat lunch.

fellowship. prayer.
dutch-treat lunch.

community pastors welcome

community pastors welcome

NBA Executive Board Meeting
Monday, April 25
6:00 PM
@ NBA Office / RTC
This meeting is for all Pastors, Ministry Staff, Church Representatives to the
Association, and any others interested in the missions & ministries of
Neuse Baptist Association.

Annual Project: Personal Care Items for Migrant Workers
Once again, we’re asking NBA Churches to commit to donate 60 of each of the following items for the
male migrant farm workers who’ll be coming to work in Kinston at Tull Hill Farms this summer:

Items still needed:

Full-size Bath Towel
Bath cloth
Shampoo
Bags of hard candy

Writing Tablet
Ink Pens
Disinfecting Wipes
Gently-used MEN’S long-sleeved button-down
shirts

• All needed items are for MEN; there are no women in the Farm Camps.
• 60 gift bags are assembled, therefore 60 of each of the above items are needed.
• Items need to be dropped off at the NBA Office no later than Friday, May 27.

The CHURCH NEWS Page
As Reported By the Churches
Adamsville (Dr. Pete Williams) A group traveled to
hear the NC Baptist Singers & Orchestra in Wilson on
2/28 and stopped at Parker’s Restaurant for food &
fellowship on the way. Charity Johnson, Pineview
Pastor’s wife & NC Southeastern Director for Baptist
Aging Ministry (BAM), was guest speaker on 3/13.
The Adoration Quartet was in concert on 3/20 at the
church. Church will continue collecting items for
BCH Food Round-up in April. Church is hosting an
Easter Sunrise Service.
Deep Run First (Interim, Michael Wright) Church
had a Yard Sale to raise funds for outreach & mission
work in the community. The sale was a huge success,
with the community coming out to support the church.
A Jenny Lind trunk was donated by a member, and
tickets were sold for a chance to win the trunk; the
raffle was a great success. During February, church’s
Food Bank served 48 families. Children’s Choir is
back, and have been a blessing during worship. A
Valentine’s Dinner was held at Baron & the Beef
Restaurant in Kinston; thirty people attended the
dinner and enjoyed great fellowship as a result.
Emmaus (Jim Willoughby) Gospel music group
Canaanland sang on 3/27 during Morning Worship.
Senior Luncheon will take place at Noon on 4/14; the
public is invited. A joint Maundy Thursday service is
planned for 7PM on 4/14, hosted by Trinity. Emmaus
& Tehillah Ministries in Goldsboro will also be
participating in the service. An egg hunt is planned
for 4/16 from 10-Noon; Easter Sunrise service 4/17 at
6:30AM; Adult choir cantata at 10:45AM on Easter
Sunday — the public is invited to all. A Global Hunger Fund offering is collected every 3rd Sunday of the
month.
Love Memorial (Richard Toler) Twelve Sonshiners
from Love Memorial will attend the Spring Jubilee in
Myrtle Beach, April 11-13. An Easter Celebration
will be held at The Grand on Saturday, 4/16 from 46PM. During that time there will be a Gospel
presentation, refreshments, and an egg hunt. Easter
Cantata, “God So Loved” will be presented Easter
Sunday during morning worship. Knights of the 21st
Century will have their Graduation & Knighting
Ceremony on 4/24 immediately following morning
worship. LMBC will be hosting Secret Church on
4/29; this year’s topic is “Who Am I?” and it will be a
study of Gender, Sexuality, Artificial Intelligence,
Race, Justice, Genomics and the Metaverse. It will be

from 7PM—1AM; if interested, call the church
office at 919-735-8855 to register. Items are being
collected for TSM’s Yard Sale on 5/14; the yard
sale is a fundraiser for their Memphis Mission Trip.
Mount Nelson (Jimmy Dale) A group from the
church traveled to see the Ark & the Creation
Museum, March 17-20. WMU Day was observed
3/27, with a special guest speaker for morning
worship & ladies sharing during evening worship.
An Easter musical, “God So Love the World” will
be presented by the adult choir with children &
youth participating, on Easter Sunday.
Pinkney (Interim, Vernon Braswell) Church has
called Rev. Steven Gay to serve as Pastor beginning
May 1. Youth group is collecting pet food to be
taken to a shelter. Egg hunt is planned for 4/16 and
will include lunch, games, & a bounce house.
Ladies Banquet is planned for 4/30. Youth will
be having a Yard Sale & Bake Sale on 5/14. Old
Fashioned Day is planned for Sunday, 5/15.
Rosewood (Interim, Dr. Cam Jorgenson) The Hope
Extended is giving take-out meals with devotionals
every Wednesday until Easter, as part of the annual
Lenten Lunches. The Adult Choir will present “Is
He Worthy?” on Easter Sunday at 10:30 AM.

The following NBA Churches
report having an active Hunger
Outreach Ministry:

• Deep Run First
• Fremont Missionary
• La Grange First Missionary
• Pineview
• Pinkney
• Trinity
If your church has an active Hunger Outreach
Ministry and is not listed, please reach out to us to
let us know. Thank you!

Ault Scholarship Information
Students who are active and in good standing within any of our NBA Churches are eligible to apply for
the Ault Scholarship of Neuse Baptist Association. Applicants must either be a current High School
Senior, or currently enrolled in an Undergraduate or Graduate Degree Program. In addition to the
completion of the application, Applicants will need to submit an official school transcript along with two
(2) Letters of Recommendation from persons other than family members, one (1) Letter of
Recommendation from the student's Pastor, and a Statement of Financial Need from the student’s college/
university. The deadline to submit all applications & documents to Neuse Baptist Association is
Friday, April 1, 2022. Applications are available by request; please call the NBA Office or send an email
to Wendy@nbachurches.com to request an application.
Previous Ault Scholarship Recipients are also eligible to apply.

Current Church Ministry Openings


Madison Avenue Baptist Church (300 South
Madison Avenue, Goldsboro), is seeking an
individual to plan and lead weekly worship
services that promotes authentic worship and
proclaims the uncompromised message of the
Gospel. Qualifications: The candidate will
have a clear testimony of a life that has trusted
in and is walking with Jesus Christ. Experience
planning, preparing, and leading worship
services. A heart to lead people in worship.
Knowledgeable in choral/vocal/instrumentals.
Experience leading choir and/or worship team
preferred but not required. Ability to work with
all age-groups from children to senior adults.
Skilled in vocal and instrumental direction.
Can proficiently play an instrument is desirable
but not mandatory. Quality singing voice and
engaging stage presence. Experience using
technologies such as lighting, worship software,
sound systems, and video projection.
Compensation: Paid a bi-monthly salary,
based on experience. Expect between 10-15
hours per week. There are no benefits such as
medical, dental, paid vacation, sick leave or
retirement.
Interested Candidates should email their resume to
mikewilliford0@gmail.com





Rivermont Baptist Church in Kinston is
seeking a Bi-vocational Pastor. Please send
Resume to rbcpastorsearch21@gmail.com
Deep Run First is seeking a full-time Pastor
to serve in their church and community.
Interested individuals should send their Resume
to Deep Run First Baptist Church, Pastor
Search Committee, PO Box 67, Deep Run NC
28525.



First Baptist Church, Snow Hill, NC, is
prayerfully seeking the full-time Senior Pastor
who God has chosen to lead our congregation
of one-hundred plus active members. We
desire a Pastor with experience in a Southern
Baptist / Missionary Baptist church, a Pastor
led by the Holy Spirit, committed to the
preaching and teaching of God’s Word. The
Pastor will possess a strong calling to serve
spiritually and administratively, a degree from
an accredited seminary or divinity school, and
have a minimum of five years of experience as
a congregational minister. First Baptist Church
of Snow Hill is affiliated with the Neuse
Baptist Association, the Baptist State
Convention of North Carolina, and the Southern Baptist Convention. Interested candidates
are urged to prayerfully submit their Resume
to: First Baptist Church, Pastor Search
Committee. PO Box 484Snow Hill NC, 28580
Or via email to:
billymclawhorn@yahoo.com



Community Baptist Church is seeking a
Pianist. Please mail Resume to Community
Baptist Church, 351 Antioch Ch Rd, Goldsboro
NC 27534 or call Pastor Michael Lewis at
919-222-6685 & leave a message.

But you shall receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the
earth.
Acts 1:8

Notes on Evangelism
With this article stream, we have been looking at the 6 purposes of the church: Fellowship,
Evangelism, Ministry, Worship, Discipleship, and Prayer. The past couple of months we have focused on
fellowship; we now turn our attention to evangelism. Specifically in this article, we are going to look at the
What and the Why of Evangelism.
What is evangelism? Here are a few definitions that may be helpful to consider. The Anglican
definition of evangelism is, "to evangelize is so to present Christ Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit, that
men shall come to put their trust in God through Him, to accept Him as their Saviour, and serve Him as their
King.” Notice with me a few things in this definition. At its most basic, to evangelize is to present, to share, to
tell about Christ Jesus. Further, this is not simply a man but the Christ. Second, we are to present Christ ‘in
the power of the Holy Spirit'. We don’t present Christ in our power or wisdom; further, it is the Holy Spirit’s
job to convict and it is our job to present. Third, we are to evangelize so that people will place their faith in the
Lord and Savior, and to serve and follow Him as their King.

Lewis Drummond, the venerable professor of evangelism at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary,
defines evangelism as, “a concerted effort in the power of the Holy Spirit to confront unbelievers with the truth
about Jesus Christ and the claims of our Lord, to lead unbelievers into repentance toward God and faith in our
Lord Jesus Christ and, thus, into the fellowship of His church so they may grow in the Spirit.” Notice with me
a few things from Lewis Drummond’s definition. It is a concerted and intentional effort. Evangelism doesn’t
happen by chance — there is intentionality that comes with it. If we as believers are not intentional in looking
for opportunities to share our faith, it will not happen. Further, like the Anglican definition, there is an
emphasis on the power of the Holy Spirit and leading people to a growing faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Bill Bright, the founder of Campus Crusade for Christ, (now Cru), defines evangelism as, “presenting
Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit and leaving the results to God.” This definition is straightforward.
Like the two previous definitions, there is the emphasis on presenting or sharing Jesus Christ, as well as
presenting Jesus ‘in the power of the Holy Spirit’. It is not solely on you as a believer; you have the
indwelling power of the Holy Spirit. Further, we are to ‘leave the results to God’. The prior definitions
alluded to this fact but Bright plainly emphasizes this wonderful truth. As was mentioned above it is on us as
believers to be faithful messengers of the wonderful, life-saving, and life-changing gospel; it is the Holy
Spirit’s job to convict.
Simply put, evangelism is telling this lost, dying, and hurting world the good news of Jesus Christ
through the dynamic indwelling power of the Holy Spirit, with the prayerful desire of bringing people to faith
in Jesus as their Lord and Savior.
Notice the word ‘telling’ .This is a vital word in the understanding of evangelism. We are to share
Jesus as Lord and Savior in words. Telling about the wondrous glory of Jesus through our words is important,
even imperative.
Why are we to tell about Jesus? Jesus tells us in the first part of Matthew 28:19, “Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations” (ESV). My friends, we are to tell others about Jesus because we have this Great
Commission to make disciples.
If this is the why, one must ask the question, “are you, believer, making disciples?” “Are you, church,
making disciples?” Let’s put some numbers to it. According to a Lifeway Research study in 2016, “only 3 in
10 unchurched Americans (29%) say a Christian has ever shared with them one-on-one how a person becomes
a Christian.” Further, according to the submitted data for the Annual Church Profile (ACP) for the NBA
churches in 2001 it took 13.9 church attendees to baptize just one person. In 2021 it took 24.7 church
attendees to baptize just one person. (I’m using the number of people you have reported that are sitting in the
pews on a Sunday morning, not the resident membership that is oftentimes significantly higher than the
average attendance).
(Continued)

Notes on Fellowship, Continued
These numbers are revealing and tell a story. One story it tells us is that the world around us is moving
further and further away from Christ. In so many ways the world around us is becoming more and more like
the world of the early church. Here is a wonderful truth because we are witnesses to history: as they shared
the Good News of Jesus, the church exploded and spread like wildfire. Though the world around us is drifting
it doesn’t mean that we are to give up on sharing about Jesus Christ.
These numbers also reveal the church is becoming less and less essential in the lives of those that live
in our communities. There are several reasons for this that we will get into in a later article, but for now let’s
be reminded that it isn’t the world’s responsibility to come to the church, it is the church’s responsibility to go
to the world. Remember “(You) Go therefore and make disciples of all nations” (ESV). Jesus is speaking to
the first followers as He is about to ascend into heaven.
Third, these numbers reveal a sharp decline in the intentionality of believers to share their faith. My
friends, very rarely does something great happen without intentionality. We must be intentional about looking
for opportunities to share Jesus with our FRAN’s: Friends, Relatives, Associates, and Neighbors. Our
FRAN’s are open to having conversations about faith as they wonder why you don’t share something you say
is vitally important.
My friends, we have this wonderful purpose of the church: evangelism. I want to encourage us to tell
people about the wonderful, life-saving, and life-changing gospel. It is vitally important.
I wonder, what would it look like if we take this challenge and reverse the trends. What would happen
if by 2025 we went from the 2021 numbers of 24.8 people to see one baptism to 20 people to see one baptism?
What about if in 2030 we continued to see this trend to 10 people to see one baptism? We can do it through
the power of the Holy Spirit.
How can I help?

In the next article, we are going to look at the “How” of evangelism.
~ Keith

Every April, churches across North Carolina collect food, supplies and gift cards through the
Food Roundup for Baptist Children’s Homes. Churches within Neuse Baptist Association can
visit https://www.bchfamily.org/food-round-up (or click here for a complete list of needs).


Of particular need are paper products & gift cards to Walmart, Food Lion and
Piggly-Wiggly.

Neuse Baptist Association will serve as a Collection Site for churches to drop-off their donated
items. Items can be dropped off at the NBA Office throughout March & April during our daily 8:30—
4:00 office hours. Together, we can ensure that Baptist Children’s Homes can provide three meals
a day plus snacks to every child they serve. “By filling their plates, you fill their hearts”.

“Unwavering Hope”
Missions Extravaganza 2022 /
131st Annual Gathering of WMU-NC
April 22-23, 2022
Hosted by:
Snyder Memorial Baptist Church,
(701 Westmont Drive, Fayetteville, 28305)

Keynote Speaker:
Valerie Elliot Shepard
Worship Leader:
Teresa Harmening

NABS HOT DOG LUNCHEON
Thursday, May 12
@ Noon

NCBAM Care Village
(Kennedy Home Baptist Church)
$4/person • All Food Will Be Provided

For additional information, please click here or visit
WMUNC.org

Hope for the Journey Conference at
Kennedy Home
(Virtual Conference)
Friday, April 8
in the Kennedy Home Gym
Lunch & Refreshments Provided
No Cost to Attend
Hope for the Journey Conference seeks to
encourage and better equip parents &
caregivers meeting the everyday needs of
children impacted by adoption and/or foster
care.
Register online:
https://showhope.org/our-work/pre-postadoption-support/hope-for-the-journey/
Also needed are volunteers who can provide
childcare to parents/caregivers in attendance.
Please call Kennedy Home Director Chris
Allabaugh if your church can help meet this need
— 252-933-3650

Contributions from Churches — Feb., 2022
February

YTD 2022

Adamsville
100.00
Anointed Vision
500.00
Bethel
Cabin
488.00
Calvary Goldsboro
Calvary Kinston
Casa del Dios
Community
Davis Grove
Deep Run First
Emmaus
254.67
Falling Creek
339.00
Fremont
Gateway
800.00
Goldsboro First
Goldsboro Korean
Grainger
Horeb International
Immanuel
Jordans Chapel
Kinston First
La Grange First
Love Memorial
560.58
Madison Ave
730.83
Mount Nelson
1618.64
Neuse
1729.00
New Beginning
New Hope
New Life
98.00
Northview
Nueva Amanecer
Pikeville First
Pineview
Pinkney
251.65
Rivermont
288.03
Rosewood First
418.38
Sandy Bottom
750.00
Seven Springs
300.00
Snow Hill First
1441.52
Spilman Memorial
200.00
The Way
Trinity
Union
Total CHURCHES 10868.30

200.00
500.00

CHURCHES

488.00
100.00
238.00
51.15
530.49
940.35
1600.00

Designated Funds

(YTD Balance)

Vans (‘16 & ‘08) Use
Miscellaneous Donations
NCMO % Rebate
Handy Man Donations
Hunger Fund
Block Party Trailer Ministry
Total Des. Income ‘22

0.00

Rollover Funds

NCMO Rebate
Hunger Fund
Capital Improvement
Misc. Donations R’over
BPT Rollover
Handy Man Donation Fund
Vans Use R’over
Total Rollover Funds
Designated Funds Total

5241.10
1.05
14640.19
68.08
1404.99
10808.01
0.00
32163.42
32163.42

500.00

1595.23
1007.91
1461.36
4211.60
3406.00
208.00
200.00

525.43
517.55
700.50
750.00
600.00
1441.52
400.00
250.00
22423.09

Ukraine Crisis
On faith, we have committed to sending a
significant amount of funds to assist people in the
region. These funds will be used for initiatives such
as food, medicines/medical supplies, hygiene items
and other assistance for displaced Ukrainians.
Through a trusted partner, we are able to get these
items into Ukraine and to the churches who are
housing internally displaced Ukraine refugees. We
are getting most of these items in Europe, so
financial support is what is needed. Your gifts to
Baptists on Mission -Ukraine Crisis will provide
non-perishable food, toiletries, medical supplies,
blankets and other essential needs for temporary
housing. 100% of what you give will go to this
effort. This is a great need.

You Can Help Meet This Great Need
Send your donation to Baptists on Mission, PO Box
1107, Cary, NC 27512. Please put “Ukraine Crisis
Relief” in the memo. You can also give online
at www.baptistsonmission.org/ukrainegive

What’s On Our Calendar?
April

May

01 — Deadline to apply for Ault Scholarship of
NBA
12 — Goldsboro-area Pastor’s Lunch @ La Paz,
Noon
15 — Good Friday, NBA Office CLOSED
17 — He Is Risen! Happy Easter!
19 — Kinston-area Pastor’s Lunch @ Lovick’s
Café, 11:45 AM
25 — NBA Executive Board Meeting, 6PM @
NBA Office / RTC

05 — National Day of Prayer
08 — Happy Mother’s Day!
12 — Pastor’s Lunch at La Paz; Noon
12 — NABS Luncheon, Care Village @ Kennedy
Home, Noon
15 — June/July Newsletter Submissions Due
17 — Pastor’s Lunch at Lovick’s Café, 11:45 AM
27 — Personal Care Kit Items Due to NBA Office
30 — Memorial Day; NBA Office CLOSED

April Birthdays

April Ministry Anniversaries

Scott Thrailkill, Ed. & Yth, Golds. 1st — 09
Vernon Braswell, Pinkney Interim — 10
Ron Varner, New Life — 11
Carlos Peralta, The Way — 11
Glenn Phillips, Goldsboro 1st — 23
Tim Gore, Fremont — 30

Greg Kincaid, Neuse — 22 years
Richard Toler, Love Memorial — 15 years
Carlos Peralta, The Way — 4 years
Pete Williams, Adamsville — 1 year

The deadline to submit items to be included in the MAY newsletter is April 15, 2022.
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